
   

 

Not even a windstorm could stop a group of 
approximately 50 people from attending the second 
instalment of the Society for International 
Development’s (SID) lecture series at the Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam on Monday October 28th. Dr. 
Renu Modi, a senior lecturer, from the Centre for 
African Studies at the University of Mumbai was the 
speaker for the evening. She provided a very powerful 
lecture, which highlighted the emergence of south-
south alliances and triangular cooperation among 
nation states. 
 
In her opening, Dr. Modi highlighted that south-south 
alliances are not new to a person coming from India. 
Three quotations were mentioned in the opening 
remarks, which highlighted the changing political and 
economic situations in the so called “second world,” 
and the emergence of rising powers in countries such 
as China, India, and Brazil. These powerful quotations 
helped set the stage for the rest of the speech and 
were successful in captivating the interest of the 
audience. 
 
Following her introduction, Dr. Modi provided a very 
informative and necessary historical overview of the 
emergence of south-south alliances.  Her historical 
overview included a comparison between 
“traditional” and “emerging” donor-funding models. 
She stated that traditional funding models from 
Western countries are often tied to conditions. These 
conditions include: promises of good governance, 
increased human rights, and western style 
development policies. Many people, including myself, 
criticize these conditions, as they are often ineffective 
mechanisms for supporting development in these 
countries. 
 
As the economies in countries such as China and India 
experienced significant economic growth, they 
became more important donors to less developed 

countries. These emerging donors provide 
unconditional aid to developing countries, with the 
goal of fostering economic growth in these regions. As 
Dr. Modi described, this funding model is essentially 
an “aid for trade” model.  This model provides 
developing countries with funding for development 
projects, while at the same time benefiting the 
emerging donor countries. She also highlighted that 
these emerging donors do not consider themselves 
donors, and rather, they define themselves as 
“emerging partners.” These emerging partners are 
providing a new alternative to the traditional 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) countries 
funding models; however, DAC countries see these 
emerging donors as extractive and exploitative.  
 
The discussion between the differences in aid styles 
between traditional and emerging donors was quite 
fascinating. It brings about many questions about 
which style of funding is the most appropriate for 
aiding developing countries. In one sense, these new 
south-south partnerships are lifting these countries 
out of poverty. As well, aid packages are better geared 
towards the needs of recipient countries, because 
they are unconditional and are being given by 
countries that were previously recipients of aid. 
However, this cooperation may also be seen as 
exploitive and can result in donors supporting 
countries with highly corrupt governments, which may 
result in support for projects that are not necessarily 
beneficial for local citizens. 
 
Many critics argue that African countries are merely 
passive actors in engagement.  Some even suggest 
that they will accept aid, even when the terms of the 
agreement are violated. However, Dr. Modi 
highlighted an example in Ethiopia, where the 
government took back land from a company that 
violated the terms of the agreement. These actions 
show that Ethiopia is not a passive actor and shows 
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other aid providers that they cannot exploit these 
countries. This type of reaction is very significant and 
may increase the effectiveness of aid programs, where 
developing countries stand up for the rights of their 
citizens. 
 
The speech ended with solutions for the future, which 
included the development of triangular cooperation 
among nation states. To date, very little triangular 
cooperation is occurring; however, this model can 
become an ideal scenario for the future.  Triangulation 
can provide mutual learning among countries and 
allow one another to learn from the experiences of 
how past aid was unsuccessful. 
 
Following the lecture, the moderator opened up the 
floor to questions. The questions challenged the 
effectiveness of south-south partnerships and 
provided further insights into appropriate solutions 
for the future. It was obvious through the discussion 
that current regimes are not effective. As a result, 
reforms including increased triangular cooperation are 
required to increase the success of development 
programs in developing countries. 
 
I was very captivated by Dr. Modi’s lecture on the 
emergence of south-south alliances and I am inspired 
to learn more about the issues experienced by aid 
recipient countries. I look forward to attending the 
upcoming SID lecture series in the coming months. 
 
Michael Guindon is a participant of the Master Course 
‘International Development Issues in the Context of 
Sustainable Development’ at the VU University 
Amsterdam 
 


