
 

 
 
 
 

Summary 
Manuela Monteiro began the lecture by sharing the 
main conclusions of the latest report by the Advisory 
Council on International Affairs which states that 
future Dutch involvement should be in and with 
middle-income countries (MICs) on a trilateral basis, 
and should be geared towards global public goods. 
Although countries such as India and China have 
experienced rapid economic growth, local poverty 
remains the same as the poor have not been able to 
benefit from the countries’ wealth. Next to that, the 
geopolitical and economic changes affect global public 
goods, making it even more urgent to find global 
solutions. Investing in dialogues with MICs that result 
in a well-founded policy that creates policy cohesion 
in international cooperation is therefore crucial. The 
Netherlands can play a significant role in this process, 
provided it pursues a change of direction towards 
international cooperation.   
 
A shifting location of poverty 
Poverty remains a big problem as the global poor still 
counts 1,3 billion people. However, in 20 years time, 
the location of poverty has radically shifted from low-

income countries to middle-income countries where 
currently more than 70 % of the global poor live. As a 
result, the willingness in donor countries to give 
financial support to developing countries has 
relatively decreased in the past 50 years. Countries, 
such as China and India, are becoming richer but still 
have a high percentage of people living on less than 
1,25 dollar a day. This raises the question why these 
countries cannot take care of their own population. 
According to Manuela Monteiro, the situation of the 
poor in MICs has not changed but the strategy to 
address their poverty has. Poverty has transformed 
into an issue of the redistribution of wealth which asks 
for a development program more focused on 
inequality. Monteiro explained that inequality is 
related to the power structures of a country and that 
equitable distribution can only be realized from within 
society. Indigenous and traditional groups, who are 
now left out or even discriminated, need a stronger 
voice to demand their rights to also benefit from the 
countries’ economic growth. To support local people’s 
engagement the choice of channels is important. 
Traditional bilateral channels are less suitable to make 
sure wealth is redistributed. Instead, empowering the 
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local poor is needed, in which the non-governmental 
sector and private sector will have a crucial role to 
play. Their involvement and cooperation, combining 
aid with trade, is key for the local private sector to be 
strengthened, which empowers the local poor’s voice. 
 
Towards international cooperation  
The economic growth of middle-income countries has 
also led to geopolitical changes. The perspective of 
the North helping the South is outmoded and 
Northern countries have no choice than to 
acknowledge the importance of the emerging 
Southern countries. The Western approach has to 
adjust to one of mutual respect by which egalitarian 
relationships can be established. Development 
cooperation should thus be broadened into 
international cooperation in which global challenges 
and global public goods are discussed on an equal 
foot. This new international cooperation allows for 
trilateral cooperation between high-, middle- and low-
income countries. Combining high-income countries’ 
profound experience and middle-income countries’ 
accurate knowledge on how to tackle developing 
problems can lead to a better international 
cooperation between all countries and a more fitting 
development approach towards low-income 
countries.  
Due to the geopolitical changes and the alteration of 
development cooperation into international 
cooperation, the power position of the Netherlands 
has decreased. Therefore, the Netherlands should 
align more with partner countries, such as Germany. 
In doing so, the Netherlands is able to play a 
significant role in generating global solutions for food 
security and climate change. Policy coherence can 
only be achieved through the establishment of a well-
founded policy of international cooperation and 
diplomacy. The Dutch government can play a 
significant role in developing such a policy as it 
possesses great expertise in the global themes water, 
food, energy, justice and security.  
 
Discussion 
The following discussion was moderated by Hester 
Menninga, Director at European Metropolitan 
network Institute and Board Member of SID-NL. 
During the discussion a question was asked about the 
Dutch government’s role in relation to the policy 
agreement of less money for international 
development. Monteira argues that to ensure policy 
coherence in international cooperation the Dutch 
governments should perhaps make all Ministries 

responsible for participating in international 
cooperation and pursuing sustainability, and give 
them budget accordingly. She also repeated the 
importance of the private sector in the new 
international cooperation and added that corporate 
social responsibility will become mainstream as 
companies increasingly see the importance of 
improving conditions of local communities. Improving 
the conditions of the local poor results in a stable 
environment for companies and it creates new 
markets. Hence, Monteiro sees a great opportunity for 
the private sector and civil society to join forces, 
whereby government can take the role of facilitator. 
 
 

Every third Thursday of the month, SID Netherlands 
and the Humanity House organise a Bread & Brains 
lecture and discussion, during lunch hours. Everyone is 
welcome from 12:00 onwards to take a break, have 
some lunch and meet new people. At 12.30 the 
lecture will start, ending at 13:30. The monthly lunch 
meetings will focus on pressing issues in the field of 
international development with prominent speakers 
from The Netherlands. 
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