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PART 1: More than 50 years of ODA: lessons learned and new approaches
Tuesday 25 September ODA and beyond: setting the framework
Monday 22 October New actors in international development: the private sector as an investor for development
Monday 5 November New actors in international development: the case of China
Monday 22 November New forms of financing: how to promote sustainable financial flows for development?
Monday 17 December New strategies and approaches for development

PART 2: The private sector and development: a sustainable future 
Monday 11 February The private sector and sustainable growth
Monday 11 March The private sector and its leverage: the case of Shell in Nigeria
Monday 8 April Our financial system and sustainable development
Monday 13 May Intellectual property rights and sustainable growth
Monday 10 June Public procurement for sustainability
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SID-Lecture series 2012-2013 consists of two parts. 
The first part reflects on the lessons learned from 
more than 50 years of official development 
assistance (ODA). International relations are rapidly 
changing, and the development architecture is more 
complex than ever. Next to a growing number of 
states, non-state actors are playing an increasing 
role in international development. New forms of 
cooperation, such as South-South, public-private 
and private-private partnerships, are gaining 
importance alongside traditional North-South 
cooperation. What does a new approach to 
development look like? And how can it be shaped? 
The second part focuses on the role of the private 
sector in sustainable development and growth, 
moving from corporate social responsibility, the 
human dimension of private investments to the 
leverage businesses have in the countries they 
operate. 

PART 1: More than 50 years of ODA: lessons 
learned and new approaches
Are the global standards of allocating 0.7 per cent of 
donor countries’ gross domestic product to development 
assistance still valid today? Private flows to low income 
countries have become much larger than public sector 
assistance, with ODA contributing only 10 per cent. 
Western countries no longer have the hegemonic position 
they held 60 years ago. Global issues like  food security  
and financial regulation can no longer be solved within 
the borders of a single country. Interdependency has 
increased and the international system has suffered 
setbacks in recent years failing to grapple with these 
complex problems. A new vision is needed: setting 
new objectives, involving new players and innovative 
instruments. 

What are our new common objectives?  Should we define 
sustainable development goals? How can we create a 
dynamic process and framework that brings together 
traditional actors (Western governments and multi-
laterals), emerging economies, private sector and civil
society? Can, in this increasingly multipolar world, a new 
vision and agreement on development goals be shaped 
with a prominent role for new actors and different 
funding flows?

PART 2: The private sector and development: 
a sustainable future 
The world’s population is estimated to reach roughly 
9 billion in 2050, with some 3 billion moving from poverty 
to middle class. The challenge of creating a sustainable 
economy is a monumental one. Competition for space, 
raw materials, energy and food will intensify. Develop-
ment aid can play a role in bringing about responsible 
and sustainable globalisation. However, the interests of 
our global society are no longer the sole responsibility 
of governments and multinational organisations as 
business and industry will also  have a crucial role to 
play. Corporate social responsibility is rapidly gaining 
importance: economically successful business practice 
involves  a responsible approach towards the treatment 
of people and the planet.

About the Society for International Development (SID)

The Society for International Development in the Nether-
lands (SID NL) is a debate-driven network organisation. By 
creating a platform for discussion for future-oriented and 
creative advocates, SID NL sharpens the thinking on interna-
tional development. By bringing a mix of stakeholders 
together to question the normative, SID NL has been at the 
forefront for many years: shaping the debate on develop-
ment questions and influencing decision-makers.

SID NL is part of a broad international network, the Society 
for International Development, which facilitates dialogue 
and promotes knowledge-sharing on a global scale. SID NL 
is a platform where civil society, NGOs, students, academics, 
private partners, government officials, politicians, media 
and interested citizens meet and share the commitment to 
successful international cooperation and  development. 
To become a member, please contact the Secretariat at 
membership@sidnl.org.


