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To make globalization more inclusive and equitable, managing intellectual property is of key importance. 
Intellectual property rights aim to strike a balance between the sometimes competing objectives of 
stimulating innovation by recognizing inventor and economic rights and ensuring access for a wider public, 
including for citizens in countries with weaker capacities. “The social function of intellectual property is not 
only about providing incentives and rewards for creativity; it is also about ensuring that innovations, 
including new technologies, ultimately help to improve capabilities, sustain livelihoods and support 
people’s fundamental rights”. Breakthrough technologies, like high-yielding varieties of rice and maize, can 
improve human well-being, but sometimes innovations create new inequalities, for example unequal 
access  AIDS medicines. It is crucial that Intellectual property policies and laws ensure that new 
technologies foster human development worldwide. 

How can intellectual property frameworks be reformed so that private (and economic) interests are 
safeguarded and innovation is stimulated, but actual and potential human consequences are included? 
How to calibrate intellectual property frameworks to better meet the social needs in countries at different 
stages of economic development, according to local context and culture, but at the same time strike a 
productive balance to incentivize new innovations? 

Graham Dutfield is professor for International Governance at the School of Law of the University of Leeds.   

Anna Meijknecht, junior researcher at the Tilburg University, will join as a discussant. 

Logistical details: 

Date: Monday 13 May 2013 

Time: 17:00-19:00 (drinks at 19:00) 

Location: Auditorium, VU University, De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam 

Language: English 

Admission: Free 

Registration (seats are limited): registration@sidnl.org 

Website: http://www.sid-nl.org 
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