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14:00 Coffee / tea 
14:30 Presentation by Anneleen Kenis and Matthias Lievens 
15:00 Responses by and panel discussion with 

Wiert Wiertsema (Senior Policy Advisor, Both Ends) and  
Frans Duijnhouwer/Judith Post (Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment) 

15:45 Break 
16:00 Discussion with the audience 
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Information about the colloquium content 
 
The concept of the ‘green economy’ is rapidly rising as a global ideal that promises to 
combine further economic growth and development with environmental sustainability. Al 
Gore, an advocate of the green economy, argues that the transition to a green economy is 
good for us and our economy. Numerous non-profit organisations and social responsible 
corporation currently have people planet profit high on their agenda. It seems that the green 
economy is gradually more accepted as a route to prosperity and sustainability. However, 
critics are raising their voices as well. Opponents state that the green economy is too good 
to be true: you cannot always create win-win solutions. If it presumes to be so simple, then 
what’s the hold-up?  
 
In the book “De Mythe van de Groene Economie”, written by Anneleen Kenis en Matthias 
Lievens, six myths of the green economy are revealed. The book argues that the green 
economy is based on specious arguments: as if we can continue our unrestrained growth 
and become ‘green’ at the same time. Social development cannot be achieved through 
market mechanisms and emissions trade will not create development in the South. The real 
crux of the problem is that current developments towards a green economy mean the 
economization of green values rather than a ‘greening’ of our economy. The crucial question 
therefore is: where are we headed? 
 
About the speakers 
 
Anneleen Kenis and Matthias Lievens are researchers at the Catholic University Leuven and 
strongly engaged activists. Together they wrote “De Mythe van de Groene Economie: 
valstrik, verzet, alternatieven” (Published by Jan van Arkel, 2012), a book based on their 
experiences working within a variety of environmental movements. Kenis is currently writing 
her PhD on Ecological Citizenship and Lievens holds a PhD in Political Philosophy. More 
information on the book can be found on: www.mythevandegroeneeconomie.be. 
 
Wiert Wiertsema is senior policy advisor at Both Ends. 
  
Frans Duijnhouwer and Judith Post work at the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Environment. 
 
 

http://www.mythevandegroeneeconomie.be/


About the Colloquium Series ‘Critical Engagements with the Green Economy’ 
 
The ‘green economy’ is rapidly replacing ‘sustainable development’ as a global ideal and 
broadly accepted route to prosperity and sustainability. Its advocates insist that it will do 
what sustainable developed failed to achieve: combine further economic growth and 
development with environmental sustainability without changing any of the dominant 
political economic structures.  The vision has captured the mainstream and the green 
economy has become the watchword of many global, national and local organisations. There 
is, however, quite some resistance to this new hegemony, amongst others from grassroots 
movements like Occupy and many NGOs and academics. Critics fear that by not tackling the 
broader political economic power structures of late capitalism, the fate of the ‘green 
economy’ as currently conceptualised will be similar to that of ‘sustainable development’, 
namely a buzzword that ignites many activities and writings while in fact worsening global 
social inequalities and environmental degradation. 
 
In 2012 the International Institute of Social Studies, the Society for International 
Development, and HIVOS jointly organised a colloquium series consisting of four regular 
colloquia (in March, June, October, and December), and a conference in November. 
Speakers included Prof. Joan Martinez-Alier (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona) Dr. Ken 
MacDonald (University of Toronto), Esther Turnhout (Wageningen University), Jayati Ghosh 
(JNU), Ana Agostino (GCAP), Molly Scott Cato (Roehampton University), Larry Lohmann 
(Corner House, UK), Adrian de Groot Ruiz (True Price Initiative and Nijmegen University), 
Atila Roque (Amnesty International Brazil), Anita Nayar (DAWN), Anthony Bebbington (Clark 
University), and Daniel Chavez (Transnational Institute). In 2013, ISS and SID are continuing 
the series, starting with a colloquium on 2 May by Anneleen Kenis and Matthias Lievens, 
authors of ‘De mythe van de groene economie’. 
 
The colloquia are meant for everyone interested in critically debating the concept and 
practices of the green economy, and are open to academics, policy-makers and staff from 
NGOs and companies, and the wider public. More information including background 
material, about the series can be found on www.iss.nl/greeneconomy.  
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