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COMMON GOODS IN A DIVIDED WORLD

‘A CHANGING WORLD ORDER AND THE PROVISION OF GLOBAL PUBLIC GOODS’
· Worldview, divided or one?

· Global development and public goods

· Changing world order, global governance in a multi polar system
· Role of Europe 

I. DIVIDED OR ONE?

Both. Depends on perspective. Divided is traditional view. Is based on perception of life as a struggle for the survival of the fittest (social Darwinism). At a geopolitical level as a struggle for power between nations and power blocks.  True, this is still part of present day reality. This perception will not go away soon. Important to see it as a perception, a mind set, a way of looking at things. If that is the case, it can be changed, choose for a new perception.
That takes us to the other perspective: the world is one. Is a fast emerging way of looking at today’s world: the world seen as one interconnected, interdependent life support system.  This happens at a social and cultural level by an emerging global consciousness, facilitated by ICT and global (knowledge) networks. At the physical level, the level of ecosystems by increasing awareness that we are overburdening, depleting and sometimes destroying our ecosystems, of which we are a part.  At the economic level by increasing international trade and inclusion of nations in the division of labor process.
Much of this world view springs from development. Growing population, education, knowledge, technology, consciousness, understanding, widening the scope in which people live, think and operate. Is part of the process of evolution, of de-veloping the potential that is embedded in people and in life itself. This process has now arrived at a point where mankind is facing a whole range of issues that are global in nature. Humanity needs to organize itself at the global level in order to confront these issues and deliver essential global public goods. 

The most pressing and urgent reason for that is in my view: the threats to our ecosystems presented by the cumulative effects of the explosion of the world population and human activities since the industrial revolution. Human actions have become the main driver of global environmental change. Human pressure on the earth system has reached a scale where abrupt global environmental change can no longer be excluded. An international group of scientists, in a recent (24/9/2009) article in Nature, signals a real danger that we will tip the vital resources we rely upon into irreversible decline if we don’t change our ways. That is: if our way of consuming and producing is not balanced with regenerative and sustainable activity.
The study on which the article is based tries to define what is called “a safe operating space for humanity”, by identifying so-called boundaries for survival. These boundaries include climate change, ozone depletion, land use change, bio diversity, ocean acidification, nitrogen and phosphorus inputs to the biosphere and oceans and chemical pollution. The study suggests that three of these boundaries, climate change, biodiversity decline and nitrogen input into the biosphere, may already have been transgressed. 
This is only the latest out of a whole series of warnings from scientists that our civilization is on the road to destruction by, in a number of ways, overshooting the sustainable carrying capacity of the planet. It is not just climate change, but a wide range of environmental issues facing us. These issues can only be tackled successfully in a common effort within a global framework. In fact we do not have much of a choice. If we as humans do not rise to the occasion, first the quality of life of millions of people and ultimately life itself will be endangered. The situation as it has developed provides us with the challenge as well as an excellent opportunity to develop a next civilization, set a next step in the process of evolution. A next civilization will also be able to effectively address social issues like poverty, birth control and migration. Just to mention a few.
II.  Development and global public goods
· Goal of development: creating a better life for ever more people, ultimately making it possible that every man and woman can live in dignity, that is develop his/her full potential and contribute to the functioning of society. 

· During the industrial age, in particular in the western world, we have made progress in this direction, but at a global level we are still far from having achieved this goal. Many of us still live in poverty and deprivation.
· Progress made was based on science, technology and the use of fossils. Linear processes; top down mechanistic organization models, specialization, optimization in silos, competition.
· This approach is now in crisis, not good enough for 21 century. 6,5 billion people, powerful technologies, egocentric rationality, prisoners dilemma’s. Result: destabilization of ecosystems, financial system, social systems, economic progress, depletion of natural resources. Cumulative effects of individual actor’s behavior are not in line with common interest.
· So, for future development, we need new approach in which common and individual interests are better aligned. Some features:

· PPP-progress, next level of complexity

· Role of private enterprise, do away with egocentric rationality, Wall Street definition

· Move beyond specialization and silo rationality, integral design
· Balance between competition and cooperation

· From linear to cyclical economic processes; harvesting from flows, cradle to cradle

· Further develop, use technology to serve people and the planet: ICT, life sciences, nanoT, energy

· Technology transfer to DC’s, using next generation to further development, rethink role of intellectual property
· Develop policies to speed up the phasing out of polluting technologies and the phasing in of clean technologies

· Redefine development aid mainly as a DC owned investment project, in people and local economies

· Learn from the Chinese example, it will be the model DC’s are looking at. 
Much of this undoubtedly sounds idealistic and it is. But if we really want to create a life in dignity for all of humanity, if we really want that development is also providing common goods, we have to move into this direction. Sooner rather than later. It will not be an easy go, but once more: do we have much of a choice?
III. Global governance is a multi polar world order

· No doubt, we have left behind the bi-polar and unipolar world order. Multi polarity is a fact and rightly so. 
· Big question: will this new world order be able to do what is necessary? Will it provide the governance and the right framework for stabile and sustainable development? For moving at a global level to a civilization in which we can live in peace and in harmony with nature?
· Is far from certain and would be almost too good to be true. But at the other hand, the stakes are high: cooperation for further development and survival or division and disasters and – who knows-  ultimately extinction.
· My hope and also my guess is that the multipolar order will be better suited for effective cooperation than the unipolar one, certainly when the one dominant force is using its power mainly in its self interest.

· Some thoughts on governance in that context:

· G20 probably there to stay; embodies much of the new world order; is seen as a flexible, open concept, depending on what happens. Expect it to be the leading platform for international cooperation and decision making for quite some years to come.
· Hopefully formation of G20 will also create opportunity to align composition and governance of post WW II institutions with 21st century reality. Security Council, Bretton Woods Institutions. Have to become more representative and tailored to the role they perform.
· IMF: monetary stability and coordination of financial sector regulation and supervision. WB: financial instrument of the global community for supporting developing countries and related public goods.
· UN is most inclusive international platform, but lacks credibility and support of major powers to be the overall guardian of global public goods.

· What nevertheless might happen is the creation of new (UN) Agencies as platforms for international cooperation in specific areas. Examples: climate, forestry, fisheries, emissions standards, selection of technology applications.
· What I would envisage is not something like a world government, but a network of global institutions, serving and facilitating the cooperation between nation states and by doing that provide global governance and delivering global public goods.

IV. The role of Europe

· In certain ways, Europe could be seen as a pilot and an example for the world at large. The EU may have started as an attempt to create a European state. In practice it has evolved into a sui generis concept in which only those issues are being delegated to the higher level that cannot be dealt with effectively at state level.
· European cooperation started out of an emergency: prevent another big war on the European continent. With today’s technology we can’t at all afford a major war any more. On top of that we are facing emergencies of a different, but also life threatening nature: destabilization if not destruction of our ecosystems.
· In the recent past Europe has proven to be more open and sensitive to these issues than most other parts of the world. See climate change.
· So, there are at least two reasons why Europe could make a major contribution to global governance: 1) by sharing our experience in developing effective institutions and cooperation between nation states and 2) by leading the way to a sustainable future.

V. Conclusions
1. There are overwhelming reasons to look at our world as one interconnected and interdependent system. The major issues mankind is facing at this juncture in time are real global issues.
2. The only way to address these issues is cooperation at the global level.  Existing global institutions have to be aligned to 21st century realities and some new ones created, together forming a inclusive and effective network for global governance.
3. This network will have to ensure that global commons are protected and essential global public goods are delivered.

4. Development must be based on the PPP approach and directed at serving all of humanity, as well as the planet.
5. Europe’s vocation is to serve as an example of cooperation between nation states and play a leading role in addressing urgent social and ecological global issues.
