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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
 
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
“The challenges of international cooperation in a changing world order”
Speaker: Herman Wijffels
Date: 19 October 2009
Lecture series 2009-2010: “Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation”
The lecture will give an introduction to the 2009-2010 lecture series entitled ‘Common goods in a divided world – challenges and opportunities for international cooperation’. Twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall the world is starting to move away from the ‘unipolar moment’ towards a more diverse (multipolar) world. Several non-Western economies have been reaching annual growth figures which shadow those of most Western countries, as a result reducing the West’s relative weight, both economically and politically. Parallel to the gradual redistribution of power there is an increasing number of global issues and challenges to address, such as: scarcities, climate change, security, and poverty. These issues desperately and urgently need to be addressed, and the only way to effectively address them is through joint efforts; international cooperation is an absolute must. However, changing power relations, a loss in legitimacy of international institutions, topped by a world wide economic recession, altogether are hampering effective international cooperation. Global efforts that are being made today, are neither on the level that is required nor do they show enough commitment. How can international cooperation be improved? And how can we make sure efforts to tackle the global challenges overall are increased? 
In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods with lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)
Speaker: Herman Wijffels is former executive director of the Rabobank, former chairman of the SER, from 2006-2008 was the highest Dutch representative at the Worldbank. Mr. Wijffels is currently co-chair of the Worldconnectors, and one of the key persons in the Dutch development and international cooperation circles. He devotes much of his time to promoting sustainable development, and was recently voted shared number one in the Sustainable Top 100 (‘Duurzame Top 100’) in Trouw. 
Moderator: Herman Mulder also comes from a banking background, but then ABN AMRO where he worked from 1979-2006, among others creating the ABN AMRO Foundation. Mr Mulder has since his retirement been very active as advocate for international sustainable development, and is member of the Worldconnectors, with senior adviser positions with both UN Global Compact (New York) and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD).
DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 19 October 2009

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English

Accessible:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
___________________________________________________________________________

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUConnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.
