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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
International cooperation in a multi-stakeholder world:
Under challenge or in crisis?
Speaker: Robert Falkner
Date: 19 April 2010

Lecture topic: “International cooperation in a multi-stakeholder world”
Lecture series 2009-2010: Seventh lecture in the series ‘Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation’

Abstract: The practice of international cooperation is constantly changing. At the time of the creation of the post-war international order, a small group of leading states dominated the process of norm-setting and institution-building. Today, a bewildering array of actors – state and non-state – are seeking to influence international decision-making, and new forms of global governance have sprung up that operate outside the states system. Borders are fading and the authority of states is being challenged as global markets become more integrated and the internet allows citizens to communicate and organize across boundaries.  In an era in which non-state actors, from NGOs to multinational corporations and terrorist groups, increasingly shape the fabric of international relations, can international cooperation still deliver the global solutions that the world needs – from climate change to financial regulation and nuclear proliferation? 
To some extent, the emergence of a multi-stakeholder world holds the promise of a new era of global cooperation. Greater involvement of non-state actors could improve the quality of international debate and decision-making. It could increase the transparency and accountability of international institutions and introduce fresh ideas to the search for global policy solutions. By enhancing participation, the greater involvement of non-state actors can strengthen the legitimacy and effectiveness of decisions taken at the global level. Critics, however, point out that reaching international consensus will become more difficult as ever more voices are heard at the international level. Greater transparency in international negotiations may reduce their effectiveness, and greater participation may make the search for international solutions more cumbersome. In his lecture, Robert Falkner will assess the challenges and prospects of international cooperation in a multi-stakeholder world.  
Speaker: Dr Robert Falkner is Senior Lecturer in International Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), where he also serves as Programme Director of the MSc in International Political Economy and Convenor of the Summer School. He is an Associate of LSE Global Governance and the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change. Outside LSE, he conducts research in collaboration with the Environment, the Energy, Environment and Development Programme at Chatham House and the Global Governance Project at Amsterdam University. He received a doctorate in international relations from Oxford University and has published widely on international political economy, global environmental politics, risk regulation and global governance, most recently Business Power and Conflict in International Environmental Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2008). 
Moderator: Jan Pronk was, among many other things, Minister for Development Cooperation from  1989 – 1998, from 1998 – 2002 Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and Environment  and from 2004-2006 he was Special Representative Secretary General of the United Nations in Sudan, Khartoum. Currently, Pronk is President of  SID-International and of the Interchurch Peace Council (IKV, The Netherlands). He also holds a chair in the Theory and Practice of International Development at the Institute of Social Studies in The Hague and he is a member of the Worldconnectors.
DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 19 April 2010

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English

Accessibility:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 

___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.

