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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:

The Relevance of Europe in a Changing World

Speaker: Mark Leonard

Date: Wednesday 9 June 2010

Lecture series 2009-2010: ninth and closing lecture in the series ‘Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation’

Abstract: Today’s economic and political developments present an important test for coherence within the EU, but also for the EU as a global actor. Europe has often hidden behind its institutional changes and problems and was primarily concerned with expansion of the EU. The reality is that the EU has done less to rethink its grand strategy than any of the other great powers. Now, with Obama reconceptualising American foreign policy, China coming to terms with its new status as superpower, and Russia trying to bring countries into its sphere of influence, European policymakers need to work with national governments to come to a more political approach. Only then can governments be aligned behind new approaches in three arenas: their own region, on the world stage and in the setting of global standards. According to Mark Leonard, each arena will involve thinking beyond past successes. Leonard, being Executive Director of the European Council on Foreign Relations, is an expert in the field of Europe’s role as a global actor. In his speech he will go into the current and future role of Europe in international cooperation and how it will influence global efforts to protect and provide common goods.

Speaker: Mark Leonard is Executive Director of the first pan-European think-tank, the European Council on Foreign Relations. He acts as an advisor to companies and governments on China, Middle East Reform, the future of Europe and Public Diplomacy. Previously, Leonard was Director of Foreign Policy at the London-Based Centre for European Reform. He was also Director of the Foreign Policy Centre, a think-tank he co-founded at the age of 24, under the patronage of Tony Blair. Mark writes and broadcasts regularly on international affairs. He recently published his second book “What does China think?” His first book, “Why Europe will run the 21st Century” has been translated into 17 languages.
Moderator: Paul Engel is director of the Maastricht-based European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM). He has done fieldwork in support of local capacity development and innovation in Africa and Latin America; did field research on the social organisation of innovation for development; networking and development impact, and led various studies/evaluations of European efforts to promote Policy Coherence for Development. He facilitated the design and implementation of several evaluation studies looking at the practical application and impact of the 1992 Maastricht Treaty precepts of Coherence, Complementarity and Coordination in European development policy and operations, as Senior Advisor to EU Heads of Evaluation 3C Task Force.
DETAILS: 
Date:




Wednesday 9 June 2010

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English

Accessibility:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 

___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the full programme please visit our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.

