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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:

Emerging countries and the changing face of development cooperation
Speaker: Hannah Edinger
Date: 17 May 2010
Lecture topic: ‘New actors in development cooperation’

Lecture series 2009-2010: Eight lecture in the series ‘Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation’

Abstract: Western and multilateral institutions are no longer the only actors in the field of development cooperation and have not been for years. China and increasingly India, as well as other emerging countries are also setting foot on the African continent. One of the most important economic developments in recent years has been the rapid emergence of China as a world economic power and the country is indeed contributing to significant changes in the world economy.  In addition, as a rising power, China is altering some of the prevailing practices and parameters in development assistance. The country’s distinctive approach involves a combination of aggressive diplomacy and the cultivation of friendly ties with a “no-strings attached” financial and technical assistance package. The non-interference in countries’ internal affairs has drawn positive reactions from several governments.  However, emerging countries’ lack of attention to governance, democracy and human rights issues in Africa has raised concerns that the flow of aid coming from these countries may cause African governments to delay reforms that promote openness and accountability.  In addition, the fact that Chinese companies tend to import labour from China, together with allegations of poor labour conditions and unfair competition against local enterprises, has lead many countries to re-consider their involvement with China. Next to emerging countries’ effects on governance issues and the merits of development aid it is also important to examine the influence of emerging countries’ growing demand and its effect on commodity prices, since several African countries are resource-rich. It is clear that there are different  aspects to be considered when trying to assess how African countries can benefit from emerging countries’ involvement through either aid or investments. In her presentation Hannah Edinger will largely focus on China-Africa dynamics, however she will also provide a bigger picture relating to emerging countries, particularly the growing importance of the BRICs.
Speaker:  Until recently Hannah Edinger worked as an economist at the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University in South Africa. It is the first academic institution dedicated to the study of China in the African continent. Recently, Hannah formed part of the research team that investigated how China delivers development assistance to Africa. Currently Hannah holds the position of head of the research division at Frontier Advisory, South Africa’s leading research and strategy firm that specializes in emerging markets. She looks forward to continuing her research focus in the China-Africa field under Frontier Advisory, but also under GIBS (Gordon Institute of Business Science) under the University of Pretoria. 
Moderator: René Grotenhuis is Director of the Catholic development organization Cordaid since 2003. Before, he worked as director of Pharos, a knowledge centre concerned with refugees and health. He gained knowledge and experience in the field of development cooperation, especially during his time at Novib as policy officer and later as board member. His expertise in the area of security & conflict is substantial and he published widely on entrepreneurship in the non-profit sector and on the future of development cooperation. 
DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 17 May 2010

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English

Accessibility:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum
Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 

___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.

