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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
 
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
Cooperation with China in Africa necessary

Emerging multipolarity offers new approaches to fragile states
Speaker: Seth Kaplan 
Date: 18 January 2010

Lecture topic: ‘Global Security in a Multipolar World’
Lecture series 2009-2010: Fourth lecture in the series ‘Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation’
Abstract: Fragile states present significant problems for the West. Their poor governance creates regional instability, armies of refugees, and havens for terrorists and criminals. The West, however, has been unable to solve the problem of state fragility--even though Western actors have long dominated the world stage. That dominance is now rapidly eroding as other states grow stronger and exert their influence in many parts of the world (such as the Middle East and Africa), in many institutions (such as the World Bank and IMF), and over international norms (such as those regarding governance). Although the emerging multipolar global system is generating concern in the West, it does promise to usher in new approaches to fragile states. China and other non-Western actors seem to build relationships with fragile states more easily, not least because they offer pragmatic, technologically appropriate, non-judgemental cooperation. The West should work with these rising powers where possible, to develop joint approaches for tackling state fragility. Cooperation can lay the foundation for a multifaceted engagement with the world's poorest places, involving the private sector as well as government.
Speaker: Seth Kaplan is Chairman of Alpha International Consulting, which helps corporations tailor their strategies and operations to fit the challenging conditions found in developing countries. He is also a foreign policy analyst and the author of Fixing Fragile States: A new Paradigm for Development (2008), which critiques current Western policies in fragile states and lays out a new approach to overcoming the problems they face—an approach that gives due weight to sociopolitical conditions, governance systems, human resource constraints, and investment environments. His articles on countries as varied as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Bolivia, and China have appeared in a wide variety of journals and newspapers.

Moderator: Christa Meindersma is Deputy Director, external relations and director Conflict Management of the Hague Centre for Strategic Studies (HCSS). She is a lawyer by training, and has previously worked as senior political adviser at the United Nations and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and has been involved in peace negotiations and policy advice in East Timor, Nigeria, Cameroon, Kosovo, Darfur, Nepal and New York. 

DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 18 January 2010
Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English
Accessible:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 
___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.
