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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
 
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
Poverty versus environment? 

The trade off between poverty reduction and protection of the environment
Speaker: Aart de Geus (OECD)
Date: 16 November 2009
Lecture topic: ‘Sustainable Economic Development in Times of Economic Down Turn’
Lecture series 2009-2010: “Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation”
Abstract: To take account of growing climate and environmental concerns, in previous years ‘sustainable economic development’ has been advocated as the strategy for developing countries. In pursuing sustainable economic development, one hoped to present a scenario in which poverty alleviation does not go hand in hand with large-scale, irreversible environmental degradation. With the current scarcities of water, food, and energy, and the economic crisis to top it off, poverty and hunger alleviation have become ever more crucial. However, so have environmental concerns. In the current economic situation, will sustainable economic development remain on the (international) agenda as a feasible option for countries to scramble out of poverty, or will short-term economic thinking once again prevail? 
Speaker: Aart Jan de Geus is currently Deputy Secretary-General of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris. Before moving to Paris he was Dutch Minister of Social Affairs and Employment from 2002-2007. Earlier in his career he worked as a lawyer, and served as vice-president of the National Federation of Christian Trade Unions (CNV). 
DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 16 November 2009

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English
Accessible:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS NOT COMPULSORY BUT IS PREFERRED! 
___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.
