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Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
The road towards effective climate cooperation: 
challenges and opportunities 
Speaker: Yvo de Boer
Date: 15 March 2010

Lecture topic: ‘New efforts towards climate cooperation’

Lecture series 2009-2010: Sixth lecture in the series ‘Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation’
Abstract: Climate change is in today’s world the prime example of a global common good (i.e. our environment) and it is in danger. Despite the growing number of climate sceptics the majority of researchers and policymakers reached consensus that our climate is changing and that this change will cause severe problems. It is found that consequences of climate change will be most severe in developing countries and will especially affect the poor and marginalized. In addition to problems such as water shortages and the pressure on agricultural areas, policymakers fear for global security, since existing tensions and instability can be worsened by climate change, possibly leading to conflicts and large numbers of climate migrants. 


Even though the above presents good reasons to cooperate, the international community has proven to be quite unable to come up with a way to collaborate and tackle these challenges together. The climate conference in Copenhagen last December did not result in a satisfying outcome and climate cooperation still has a long way to go. However, Yvo de Boer expressed his hope to build further on the agreements made in Copenhagen towards the climate conference in Mexico, December 2010. In order to come to a clear and binding agreement more attention should be given to the new deals concerning CO2 emission, international climate cooperation and the role of developing countries. During the lecture, Yvo de Boer will clarify the current situation of climate cooperation and explain the challenges and possibilities ahead. 
Speaker: Yvo de Boer is the executive secretary for UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change). Before joining the UNFCCC, Mr. de Boer was Director for International Affairs of the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and Environment (VROM) of the Netherlands. He has also served as Deputy Director-General for Environmental Protection in the same Ministry, as Head of the Climate Change Department. Mr. de Boer has been involved in climate change policies since 1994. He has helped to prepare the position of the European Union in the lead-up to the negotiations on the Kyoto Protocol and has actively sought broad stakeholder involvement on the issue of climate change.  
Moderator: Irene Dankelman is a consultant and lecturer in the area of sustainable development at Radboud University in Nijmegen and a board member of several environmental NGOs. For almost 30 years she has been active as a professional working in the area of environment and sustainable development, working with national and international NGOs, government agencies, academia and the UN (UNIFEM, UNEP). Her work focuses primarily on linking gender and environment. 

DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 15 March 2010

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English

Accessibility:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 

___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.

