[image: image1.png]Society for International Development




Society for International Development – Netherlands Chapter
 
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION:
A More Secure World? 

International Cooperation and the Post-Cold War Decline in Global Conflict 
Speaker: Prof. Andrew Mack 
Date: 14 December 2009
Lecture topic: ‘Human Security In Turbulent Times’
Lecture series 2009-2010: “Common Goods in a Divided World - Challenges and Opportunities for International Cooperation”
Abstract: After four decades of inexorable increase during the Cold War, the number of armed conflicts being waged around the world began to fall in the early 1990s. By 2007 there were some 40% fewer conflicts, 70% fewer high-intensity wars and 80% fewer genocides.   And wars were also far less deadly. The average war in 1950 killed 34,000 people; in 2007 the figure was less than one thousand. 
These changes have been dramatic––yet they have received remarkably little attention in the research community or the media, while many non-specialists simply refuse to believe them. 

Look at these changes through a human security lens, Professor Mack examines the causes of this decline. He suggests that the most compelling explanation is to be found, not with traditional security solutions––deterrence and military intervention––but rather in the startling upsurge of international cooperation that started as the Cold War ended and has sought to stop ongoing wars and prevent them from restarting again––“peacemaking” and “peacebuilding” in UN-speak. Both strategies are central to the human security approach that UN agencies are increasingly adopting––an approach that focuses on individuals rather than states, that stresses collaboration rather than confrontation, and prefers engagement to deterrence.  

Speaker: Andrew Mack is the Director of the Human Security Report Project (first, 'Human Security Centre) and professor of International Relations at Simon Fraser University, Canada. Previously, he was professor of Humanitarian Policy at Harvard University in 2001 and Director of Strategic Planning in the Executive Office of Kofi Annan at the United Nations from 1998-2001. Professor Mack has held research and teaching positions at numerous Universities and institutes. He has written and edited many books and articles and he has published widely in the mainstream print media as well. 
DETAILS: 
Date:




Monday 14 December 2009

Time:




18.00-19:30h (welcome from 17:30h with coffee/tea) 

Place:




Auditorium, VU University

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:




Free

Language:



English
Accessible:
Public transport: from Station Amsterdam Zuid WTC; By foot, tram 51 or tram 5 (5 min.); From Amsterdam CS: tram 51 (15min.) or tram 5 (25 min.); By car: motorway A10, junction S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum

Information and registration:
Secretariat SID Netherlands 

E: sid-nl@socires.nl 

T: 070-338 3293

Website: www.sid-nl.org
ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME. REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED! 
___________________________________________________________________________

In nine lectures the 2009-2010 lecture series will discuss several common goods, with in the first half lectures on sustainable economic development, human security, global security and migration. The second half of the lecture cycle will treat several  aspects of international cooperation: new efforts in climate change cooperation, cooperation in a multi stakeholder world, new actors in development cooperation and the role Europe can (and should?) assume in the global efforts to cooperate on common goods under pressure.  (For the entire programme please see our website: www.sid-nl.org)

Partner of this lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and VUconnected, NCDO, ISS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Utrecht University, Radboud University Nijmegen, University of Groningen, Maastricht University and Maastricht Debates, Worldconnectors, and Socires.
