Introduction to the Vijverberg Sessions and Global Scarcities

The global scarcities of raw materials, water, energy and food have direct consequences for the relative position of countries on the economic, social and geopolitical world map. At the same time, public concerns about climate change, biodiversity and unsustainable consumption are making themselves felt more and more. These developments underline the importance of developing a policy approach that takes the changing context of geopolitical relations into account. 

Because Europe is playing an increasingly important role at the global level, it is essential that the Netherlands recognises the importance of European international policies and the outcomes of it. Therefore, the aim of the Vijverberg sessions is to engage in a cross sector dialogue and critically reflect on - and contribute to - European policies regarding global issues and international relations. The framework of the discussions can be put in the following triangle:
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Within the context of the four Vijverberg sessions - on energy, water, food, climate change and migration - the issues behind this triangle are explored further. The aim is to foster a dialogue and give policy recommendations to the new European Parliament as well as the new Commission which was elected in June 2009 and will be announced in October of this year.
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